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CHAPTER Two 


2:1 
[A] The manner of fasting: how [was it done]? 


[B] They bring forth the ark into the street of the town and put wood 
ashes on the ark, on the head of the patriarch, and on the head of 
the head of the court. 

[C] And each person puts rashes] on his head. 

[D] The eldest among them makes a speech of admonition: “Our 
brothers, concerning the people of Nineveh it is not said, ‘And God 
saw their sackcloth and their fasting,’ but, ‘And God saw their 
deeds, for they repented from their evil way’ (Jonah 3:10). 

[E] “And in prophetic tradition it is said, ‘Rend your heart and not your 
garments”” (Joel 2:13). 


[1:1 A] Said R. Hiyya bar Ba “And why do they go out into the street of the 
town? 


[B] “It is as if to say: “Consider us as if we are exiles before you.’” 


[C] Said R. Joshua b. Levi, “It is because they prayed in private and were 
not answered. Therefore they go out and make the matter public.” 


[D] Said R. Hiyya bar Ba, “And why do they bring the ark out into the 
street? 


[E] “It is as if to say: “This one precious object that we had- our sins 
have caused it to be disgraced.’” 


[F] R. Hunah the Elder, of Sepphoris, said, “Our forefathers 
covered it with gold, and we covered it with dirt.” 


[G] Said R. Jacob, the Southerner, ““And why do they sound the 
horns? 


[H] “It is as if to say: “Consider us as if we cry like a beast 
before you.” 


